





  Skip to main content


  
      
    
  
    
      
        
          
        

        
          An official website of the United States government

          Here's how you know

        

        
          Here's how you know
        
      

    
    
      
        
          
          
            
              Official websites use .gov
              

              A .gov website belongs to an official government organization in the United States.
            

          

        

        
          
          
            
              Secure .gov websites use HTTPS
              

              A lock () or https:// means you’ve safely connected to the .gov website. Share sensitive information only on official, secure websites.
            

          

        

      

    

  




  

      
      
    

    
    
      
  
    
  


      
        U.S. Geological Survey

	
      
      
        Science
      
      
        
                      
      	
                                                                                            Science Explorer
                            	
                                                                      Biology
                  
	
                                                                      Climate
                  
	
                                                                      Coasts
                  
	
                                                                      Energy
                  
	
                                                                      Environmental Health
                  
	
                                                                      Geology
                  
	
                                                                      Information Systems
                  
	
                                                                      Maps and Mapping
                  
	
                                                                      Methods and Analysis
                  
	
                                                                      Minerals
                  
	
                                                                      Natural Hazards
                  
	
                                                                      Ocean
                  
	
                                                                      Planetary Science
                  
	
                                                                      Science Technology
                  
	
                                                                      Water
                  


  
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Mission Areas
                            	
                                                                      Core Science Systems
                  
	
                                                                      Ecosystems
                  
	
                                                                      Energy and Minerals
                  
	
                                                                      Natural Hazards
                  
	
                                                                      Water Resources
                  


  
                  
	
                                                                                            Programs
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Regions
                            	
                                                                      Northeast Region
                  
	
                                                                      Southeast Region
                  
	
                                                                      Midcontinent Region
                  
	
                                                                      Rocky Mountain Region
                  
	
                                                                      Southwest Region
                  
	
                                                                      Alaska Region
                  
	
                                                                      Northwest-Pacific Islands Region
                  


  
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Science Centers
                  
	
                                                                                            Observatories
                  
	
                                                                                            Laboratories
                  
	
                                                                                            Frequently Asked Questions
                  
	
                                                                                            Educational Resources
                  
	
                                                                                            Special Topics
                  
	
                                                                                            USGS Celebrates the Year of Open Science
                  


  


                  

      

    
	
      
      
        Products
      
      
        
                      
      	
                                                                                            Data
                            	
                                                                      Data Management
                  
	
                                                                      Data Releases
                  
	
                                                                      Real-time Data
                  
	
                                                                      All Data
                  


  
                  
	
                                                                                            Maps
                            	
                                                                      Map Releases
                  
	
                                                                      Topographic (Topo) Maps
                  
	
                                                                      Volcanic Maps
                  
	
                                                                      All Maps
                  


  
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Multimedia Gallery
                            	
                                                                      Audio
                  
	
                                                                      Before and After Images
                  
	
                                                                      Images
                  
	
                                                                      Slideshows
                  
	
                                                                      Stereograms
                  
	
                                                                      Videos
                  
	
                                                                      Webcams
                  
	
                                                                      All Multimedia
                  


  
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Publications
                  
	
                                                                                            Web Tools
                            	
                                                                      Alert and Notification Services
                  
	
                                                                      APIs
                  
	
                                                                      Data Access Tools
                  
	
                                                                      Data Analysis Tools
                  
	
                                                                      Data Visualizations
                  
	
                                                                      Interactive Maps
                  
	
                                                                      All Web Tools
                  


  
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Software
                  
	
                                                                                            U.S. Board on Geographic Names
                  
	
                                                                                            The National Map
                  
	
                                                                                            USGS Library
                  
	
                                                                                            USGS Store
                  
	
                                                                                            Park Passes
                  


  


                  

      

    
	
      
      
        News
      
      
        
                      
      	
                                                                                            News Releases
                            	
                                                                      National News Releases
                  
	
                                                                      State News Releases
                  
	
                                                                      All News Releases
                  


  
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Featured Stories
                  
	
                                                                                            Science Snippets
                  
	
                                                                                            Technical Announcements
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Employees in the News
                  
	
                                                                                            Get Our News
                  
	
                                                                                            Media Contacts
                  
	
                                                                                            Newsletters
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            I'm a Reporter
                            	
                                                                      Earthquake Questions
                  
	
                                                                      Request Footage
                  
	
                                                                      Multimedia Gallery
                  
	
                                                                      Congressional
                  


  
                  


  


                  

      

    
	
      
      
        Connect
      
      
        
                      
      	
                                                                                            Headquarters
                            	
                                                                      12201 Sunrise Valley Drive  Reston, VA 20192
                  
	
                                                                      703-648-5953
                  


  
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Locations
                  
	
                                                                                            Staff Profiles
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Social Media
                  
	
                                                                                            Careers
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Contact Us
                            	
                                                                      1-888-392-8545
                  
	
                                                                      Chat
                  
	
                                                                      USGS Store 1-888-275-8747
                  


  
                  


  


                  

      

    
	
      
      
        About
      
      
        
                      
      	
                                                                                            About Us
                            	
                                                                      Who We Are
                  
	
                                                                      Our History
                  
	
                                                                      Past Directors
                  


  
                  
	
                                                                                            Survey Manual
                  
	
                                                                                            Key Officials
                            	
                                                                      Organizational Chart
                  


  
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Organization
                            	
                                                                      Mission Areas
                  
	
                                                                      Programs
                  
	
                                                                      Regions
                  
	
                                                                      Science Centers
                  
	
                                                                      Observatories
                  
	
                                                                      Laboratories
                  
	
                                                                      Science Support Offices
                  


  
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Congressional
                            	
                                                                      Briefing Series
                  
	
                                                                      Statements
                  
	
                                                                      Contacts
                  


  
                  
	
                                                                                            Budget
                  
	
                                                                                            Careers and Employees
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Doing Business
                            	
                                                                      Acquisition and Financial Assistance 
                  
	
                                                                      Partners and Cooperators
                  
	
                                                                      Building Partnerships
                  


  
                  
	
                                                                                            Emergency Management
                  


  


                  

      

    


      
      
          
    
  
    
      
	 Facebook
	 Twitter
	 Linkedin
	 Digg
	 Reddit
	 Pinterest
	 Email






  


  
    
      Latest Earthquakes |   Live WebChat Share Social Media 



  


  


          
    
  
    
      
  
          
        
  
  

Label






  


  


      

      
        Menu
      
    

  



  
    
  
    
      
  
          
        
  
  

Label






  


    
      Close
    
  

  
    U.S. Geological Survey

	
      
      
        Science
      
      
        
                      
      	
                                                                                            Science Explorer
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Mission Areas
                  
	
                                                                                            Programs
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Regions
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Science Centers
                  
	
                                                                                            Observatories
                  
	
                                                                                            Laboratories
                  
	
                                                                                            Frequently Asked Questions
                  
	
                                                                                            Educational Resources
                  
	
                                                                                            Special Topics
                  
	
                                                                                            USGS Celebrates the Year of Open Science
                  


  


                  

      

    
	
      
      
        Products
      
      
        
                      
      	
                                                                                            Data
                  
	
                                                                                            Maps
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Multimedia Gallery
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Publications
                  
	
                                                                                            Web Tools
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Software
                  
	
                                                                                            U.S. Board on Geographic Names
                  
	
                                                                                            The National Map
                  
	
                                                                                            USGS Library
                  
	
                                                                                            USGS Store
                  
	
                                                                                            Park Passes
                  


  


                  

      

    
	
      
      
        News
      
      
        
                      
      	
                                                                                            News Releases
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Featured Stories
                  
	
                                                                                            Science Snippets
                  
	
                                                                                            Technical Announcements
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Employees in the News
                  
	
                                                                                            Get Our News
                  
	
                                                                                            Media Contacts
                  
	
                                                                                            Newsletters
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            I'm a Reporter
                  


  


                  

      

    
	
      
      
        Connect
      
      
        
                      
      	
                                                                                            Headquarters
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Locations
                  
	
                                                                                            Staff Profiles
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Social Media
                  
	
                                                                                            Careers
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Contact Us
                  


  


                  

      

    
	
      
      
        About
      
      
        
                      
      	
                                                                                            About Us
                  
	
                                                                                            Survey Manual
                  
	
                                                                                            Key Officials
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Organization
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Congressional
                  
	
                                                                                            Budget
                  
	
                                                                                            Careers and Employees
                  


  


                      
      	
                                                                                            Doing Business
                  
	
                                                                                            Emergency Management
                  


  


                  

      

    


  

  	
      
        Latest Earthquakes
      
    
	
      Live WebChat
    
	
      Share Social Media
      
  
    
      
	 Facebook
	 Twitter
	 Linkedin
	 Digg
	 Reddit
	 Pinterest
	 Email






  


    





        
              
            
    


  


        
          

    
        
  
    
      

  
		  
  


      


        
  
    
      
        

          
            
              
            

          


                                        
        Breadcrumb

        	
                                            Programs
                                    


    

                                            The USGS Library is open to visitors on Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and at other times by appointment. Contact the library at library@usgs.gov to set up an appointment.

                              

    
      Check the latest status of the USGS Library hours and services here.

  



        

              

      


  




  

	





	
	

		
			
  USGS Library





      	
                                                  Home
                  
	
                                                  Collections
                  
	
                                                  Services
                  
	
                                                  Library Guides
                  
	
                                                  Multimedia
                  
	
                                                  Publications
                  
	
                                                  Web Tools
                  
	
                                                  News
                  
	
                                                  Connect
                  
	
                                                  About
                  


  

		
		

      
        
                                    USGS Library

                                
            
              

    
      Authorized by Congress in 1879, the U.S. Geological Survey Library is recognized as one of the world’s largest Earth and natural science libraries, providing services, collections, and expertise essential to the USGS mission.


  



              

    
      Search the Catalog

  



            

          


                    
          

  
          
      
          
          


    
      Welcome to USGS Library!

  



                        
                

    
        




  



                  
                    

    
      USGS Library has locations in Reston, VA, Denver, CO, and Menlo Park, CA. Each location is open to USGS employees and the public.


  



      

    
      Library Locations

  



      


      


          
      
          
          


    
      Ask a Librarian

  



                      

    
        




  



                    

    
      Each library location has expert reference librarians available to assist with research and provide answers to reference questions received by phone, fax, or in person. To ask for reference assistance by E-mail, Ask a Librarian at library@usgs.gov.


  



      
      


      


          
      
          
          


    
      Quick Links

  



      

    
      Use these links to access library resources.


  



      
	Search the Catalog
	Search Publications Warehouse
	USGS Library Photographic Collection
	Library Guides



      
      


      


      





        

      

			
        
          
                      
  



  
  
  

      
      News

    
  
  
  

  

      
                          
                  
  

    link
  
      April 14, 2023



      FDLP Academy Presents: Introduction to the USGS Publications Warehouse


  







                  
  

    link
  
      September 22, 2021



      2021 Hispanic Heritage Month


  







                  
  

    link
  
      August 20, 2021



      Online Catalog Partially Unavailable


  







              

      


      
  
  

  
  View All



  
  





  



  
  
  

      
      Publications

    
  
  
  

      
    
            April 17, 2015


        
              
                Minerals, lands, and geology for the common defence and general welfare,  Volume 4, 1939-1961: A history of geology in relation to the development of public-land, federal science, and mapping policies and the development of mineral resources in the United

              
          

    

    
      The fourth volume of the comprehensive history of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is titled “Minerals, Lands, and Geology for the Common Defence and General Welfare—Volume 4, 1939‒1961.” The title is based on a passage in the preamble of the U.S. Constitution.
The late Mary C. Rabbitt (1915‒2002), a geophysicist who served with the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey (1948‒1949) and the USGS (1949‒19

  



        
    
    

    

      Authors

    
      Mary C. Rabbitt, Clifford M. Nelson

  




    

      By

    
      Core Science Systems Mission Area, Science Synthesis, Analysis and Research Program, USGS Library, Science Analytics and Synthesis (SAS) Program

  



  





    
    
            June 1, 2012


        
              
                On-line access to geoscience bibliographic citations

              
          

    

    
      On-line geoscience bibliographic citations and access points to citations are exponentially increasing as commercial, non-profit, and government agencies worldwide publish materials electronically. On-line bibliographic tools capture cited works, and open access content allows for freely obtained citations and documents. For this newsletter, citations from the numerous journals and books listed in

  



        
    
    

    

      Authors

    
      Emily C. Wild

  




    

      By

    
      Science Synthesis, Analysis and Research Program, Science Analytics and Synthesis (SAS) Program, USGS Library, Geology, Geophysics, and Geochemistry Science Center

  



  





    
    
            January 1, 2004


        
              
                The U.S. Geological Survey Library

              
          

    

    
      Established in 1879, to build and organize a collection of
scientific materials in the earth sciences, the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS) Library is the largest earth sciences collection
in the world. The USGS Library System is managed by the
Geographic Information Office (GIO), Information Policy and
Services Office, and includes four libraries in Reston, Va., Denver,
Colo., Menlo Park, Calif., an

  



        
    
    

    

      Authors

    
       

  




    

      By

    
      Science Synthesis, Analysis and Research Program, Science Analytics and Synthesis (SAS) Program, USGS Library

  



  






      
  
  

  
  View All



  
  





  



  
  
  

      
      Science

    
  
  
  

      

      
              
          link
              

    
        




  



              
          

    
      March 15, 2016


    
              
                Special Collections

              
          

    

    
        Explore Field Records, Map Collections, the Kunz Collection, the Rare Book Collection, the Topographic Map Archive, the United States Antarctic Resource Center, and the USGS Photographic Collection.



  



        
    
    
    

      By

    
      Core Science Systems Mission Area, USGS Library

  



  








  


  
    link
    
        March 15, 2016



        Special Collections


    

  

  
    

    
        Explore Field Records, Map Collections, the Kunz Collection, the Rare Book Collection, the Topographic Map Archive, the United States Antarctic Resource Center, and the USGS Photographic Collection.



  



    Learn More
  








      
  
  

  
  

  
  





                  

            

    

  




  



    

  




  
    Back to Top
  

      
      
                              
      
        
    
                        
              
          
            
              Science
            
            	
          Science Explorer
        
	
          Mission Areas
        
	
          Programs
        
	
          Regions
        
	
          Science Centers
        
	
          Observatories
        
	
          Laboratories
        
	
          Frequently Asked Questions
        
	
          Educational Resources
        
	
          Special Topics
        


          
        

                              
              
          
            
              Products
            
            	
          Data
        
	
          Maps
        
	
          Publications
        
	
          Multimedia Gallery
        
	
          Web Tools
        
	
          Software
        
	
          U.S. Board on Geographic Names
        
	
          The National Map
        
	
          USGS Library
        
	
          USGS Store
        
	
          Park Passes
        


          
        

                              
              
          
            
              News
            
            	
          Featured Stories
        
	
          News Releases
        
	
          Science Snippets
        
	
          Technical Announcements
        
	
          Employees in the News
        
	
          Get Our News
        
	
          Media Contacts
        
	
          I'm a Reporter
        
	
          Newsletters
        


          
        

                              
              
          
            
              Connect
            
            	
          Headquarters
        
	
          Locations
        
	
          Staff Profiles
        
	
          Social Media
        
	
          Careers
        
	
          Contact Us
        


          
        

                              
              
          
            
              About
            
            	
          About Us
        
	
          Survey Manual
        
	
          Organization
        
	
          Key Officials
        
	
          Congressional
        
	
          Budget
        
	
          Careers and Employees
        
	
          Doing Business
        
	
          Emergency Management
        


          
        

                              
              
          
            
              Legal
            
            	
          Accessibility
        
	
          FOIA
        
	
          Site Policies
        
	
          Privacy Policy
        
	
          Site Map
        
	
          DOI and USGS link policies apply
        
	
          No FEAR Act
        
	
          USA.gov
        


          
        

          
            

      

    
      





                      

    

        
      
        
                    
                        
                                    
              
            

                                    
                        
                          
                
                  U.S. Geological Survey

                
              

                                      
                
                  U.S. Department of the Interior

                
              

                        

          

          
                          
                                  
                    
                      Facebook
                    
                  

                                                  
                    
                      Twitter
                    
                  

                                                  
                    
                      YouTube
                    
                  

                                                  
                    
                      Instagram
                    
                  

                                                  
                    
                      RSS
                    
                  

                              

                                      Contact USGS

                        
              

                                  
                    1-888-392-8545
                  

                                
                                  
                    answers.usgs.gov
                  

                              

            
          

                  

      

    

  

  
















































































